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problem has come to be precipitated upon modern Christendom. 
The book is to be commended as a fair and helpful discussion of a 
most timely and difficult subject. — George B. Foster. 

Uber die christliche Vollkommenheit. Von Lie. theol. Ernst Cremer, 
Professor der Theologie in Marburg. ( = "Beitrage zur Forderung 
christlicher Theologie," herausgegeben von A. Schlatter und H. Cre- 
mer, II, 20.) (Gutersloh: C.Bertelsmann, 1899; pp. 41; M. 0.80.) 
This pamphlet proposes to give to' the New Testament words " perfect " 
and "perfection" a meaning which will satisfy contextual requirements, 
and yet not trench on certain related doctrines of the " reformatorische 
Lehre." It is worthy of a Cremer. Its findings may be presented in 
a few extracts : "The consciousness of perfection presented in the New 
Testament is never that of 'an active moral perfection,' but that of one 
who enjoys the 'gift' received in Christ. It is, therefore, a con- 
sciousness which can be entertained without antagonizing the doctrine 
of persistent moral imperfection, can be professed without setting up 
the subject's righteousness, and can be advocated without presenting 
an unattainable ideal. This perfection is not an outcome of so-called 
sanctification processes ; nor is it itself a process, or even a goal. It 
is neither a ' stand ' nor a ' step,' but a ' possession.' It comes 
through faith, because thereby the believer secures the perfect gift of 
God. It imports nothing of moral quality. But the faith, however, 
which conveys it is, as James has it, ultimately 'by works made com- 
plete.'" — Robert Kerr Eccles. 

University and Other Sermons, Historical and Biographical. By 
Henry Montagu Butler, D.D., Hon. LL.D., Glasgow; Master of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, and Hon. Canon of Ely ; formerly Head Master 
of Harrow School. (Cambridge: Macmillan & Bowes, 1899; pp. xi 
+ 35 J ; 5 s -) These twenty-seven sermons were all preached in 
England ; about half of them before the university of Cambridge ; the 
remainder in different places and on special occasions. More than 
half of them are historical and biographical. Many of these discourses 
were addressed to students, and were exceedingly appropriate to such 
auditors. They must have stimulated those that heard them to strive 
after the things that are noblest and best. The large and wise use of 
biography to illustrate and enforce great truths merits the warmest 
commendation. 

The style of these sermons is clear and simple. We did not find 
an obscure sentence in the entire volume ; nor is there a single 



